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CONCERNING LIABILITY FOR DAUAGE CAUSED
BY THE LAUNCHING CF OBJECTS INTO OUTER SPaCH

_The Contracting States,

Recognizing the common interest of mankind in furthering the peaceful
expleration and use of outer svace,

Recslling the Declaration of Legél.Principles Governing the Activities

.of States in the Zxploration and Use of Outer Space; adopted by thé General
. assembly on December 13, 1963, as resclution 1962‘(XVIII),

Considering that the States and international erganizations involved
in the launching of objects into outer space sheould be internationally liable
for damege caused by these‘objecté,'

. Recognizing the need for establishing international rules and procedures
concerning such liesbility to insure protection against damage caused by - .-
objects lounched into outer space,

Believing that the establishment of such rules and nrocedures would
facilitate ihe +teking of the greatest possible precautionary mearures by.
States =néd international organizations invelved in the Leunching of objects
into omier snoce to nrotect agoinev Camnge inflicted by objects lamnched into
oater #»ace,

Have deeided to conclude the nresent iLgreement
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aArticle 1

l. The provisions of this Agreement shall apply to compensation for loss
of life, personal injury and damage to property (hereinafter called "damage"):
() coused by an object lcunched into outer space, or

(b) caused in outer spac2, in the atmosphere or on the ground by any
monned or unmanned spoce vehicle or any object.after being
launched, or conveyed into outer space in cny other way.

2. Liability is also incurred even if, for any reason, the space vehicle or
other object has not reached outer space. -

3. For the purposes of this Lgrcement "Space Object" means space ships,
satellites, orbital laboratories, containers and any other devices designed for
movement in outer space and sustained there otherwise than by the reaction of
air, as well as the means of Yuunching of such objects.

Artiele ITI o

1. Liability of the State shall not exceed.....

2. i cloim for damage may be advanced on the ground of loss of profits and
moral domoge whenever compensation for such damage is provided for by the low of
the State liable for such damage.

Artiele IIX

Whenever damage is donme to o space vehicle or object or its crew in outer
space, the launching State will have no claim except in cases provided for in
Articles IV ond 'V below.

Article IV .

The State shall assume full liability for damage caused directly or
indirectly on -the ground, in the astmosphere or in outer space, if thé State is
exercising an unlawful activity in outer space or the space vehicle or object has
been launched for unlawful purposes. : .-

Lrticle V
If the damaged State produces evidence that damage hos been caused in

outer space because of the fault of another State, the latter shall be liable

for this demoge.
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LArticle VI
If the domage has occurred on the ground .or in the atmosphere, exemption

from liability may be granted only insofar os the State lisble produces

evidence thot the damoge has resulted from the naturdl disaster or from o WllIul

act or from ﬁross nerllgence of ‘the Stute suffering the damage.
Article VII
"1. Licbility for damage shall rest with the Staote or international
orgonizetion which has'‘launched or ottempted to lauunch the space vehicle or
object, or in the case of » common undertairing, with 211 the States parti-
cipating in the undertaking, or with the State from whose territory or from
whose facilities the launching was made, or with the 3tate which owns or
possesses ‘the’ space’ vehicle or- object cou51ng the domege. '
2. In case of joint leaunching or joint posse¢31on or ovmership or
co-operation, liability may be lcid upon more than one State or international
organization; their liability towvards the damaged Stote shall be JOlnt.
hrticle VIII

If licbility for damage rests with an international organization, the

financial obligations towards States suffering. damage shall be met by the
“international organization and by its member States.
Article IX

1. 4 claim for damage may be made by a State in whose territory"damdge

has occurred or'in'respect of damage suffered by its citizens or legal entltles

wvhether in the territory of that State or obroad.

2. Ho claim shall be presénted by virtue of this nireement by any State
not covered by the provisions of poragraph 1 of this Article.

3. The provisions of this igreement.shall not apply to damage caused on
the territory of the State liable or in respect of damoge suffered by its
citizens or legal éentities whethér in the territory of that State or abroad.

irticle X

i claim must be presented within one year of the date of occurrence of

the damage.
article L1

The claim shall be presented through diplomatic channels., The damaged State

may request a third State to represent its interests in the event it has no

diplomatic relations with the State lisble.
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‘ Article.XiI .

1. In cose the State liable does not satisfy the claim of the damaged
State, the claim for compensation shall be presented to 2 committee of arbitra-
tion set up by the two States on a basis of parity. This committee will determine
its own procedure.

2. Should the committee mentioned in paragiaph 1 not arrive ot a decision, the
States moy wgree upon an international arbitration procedure or ony other method
of settlement accentable to both States.

srticle XIIT

This sigreement shall be open for signature to all States. It shall be subject

to ratification. Instruments of roetificotion shall be deposited with the
Secretery General of the United Nations.
Artiecle XIV
After the iLgreement enters into force it shall be open for occcession to all
States. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretory General
of the United Nations. | ”
. article XV
1. This igreement shall enter into force thirty days after the date of deposit
with the Secretary General of the United Nations of the twenty-second instrument of
ratification or accession.
2. Vith respect to each State which ratifies the .greement or acceeds thereto
after the deposit of the twenty-second instrument of ratification or accession,
the Agreement shall enter into force thirty days ofter the date of deposit by that
State of its instrument of ratification or accession, -
| Article XVI
Any Contracting State may denounce this .igreement by notification to the
Secretary General of the United Nations. The depunciation shall take effect one

year after the date on which the notificotion thas been received by the Secretary

General of the United Nations.




the date of entry 1nto force of thls Agreement 1n accordance,w1t,
Article XVi:

denuncistions received in accordance with: Article XVI:

Article XVIII

The original of this Agreement, of which the texts in Chinese§,Eng1ish







